Guidance for preparing evaluation reports in telemedicine and health informatics generally.
The European Federation for Medical Informatics is developing a detailed guideline for preparing evaluation reports. By doing this, it is hoped that the quality of evaluation studies in health informatics will improve and thus the evidence base. While much of the necessary information for preparing good quality evaluation publications is available in other documents, the Statement on Reporting of Evaluation Studies in Health Informatics (STARE-HI) is valuable in bringing together many points into a single document. The current version is comprehensive and includes valuable information on a number of areas. A list of recommended items for inclusion in an evaluation report is given. There is perhaps a danger that some authors might be intimidated by the suggested detail to be provided. Nonetheless, the Federation is to be congratulated for putting together a comprehensive guideline which promises to be a useful contribution to improving the quality of evaluation studies in information technology, including telemedicine.